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Western  Aus t ra l ian  government
d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  c o m i n g  c l o s e  t o
standardising on RIBs for their smaller
p a t r o l  b o a t s ,  a n d  e v e n  c l o s e r  t o
standardising on Kirby Marine Naiads for
their RIBs.

The Rot tnes t  Is land Board  had bo th
attr ibutes ln mind when specifying their
new boat to replace a smaller RIB. Rottnest,
o f  course ,  i s  WA's  p remier  boat ing  and
casual hol iday destination, and can have
hundreds of boats (the dearest of them cost
$20 million) moored, anchored or on the
beach a t  any  one t ime.  Any  amount  o f
damage potential from a hard hull

The preferred length was 6.8 metres but
available funding said 5.8 metres, so Kirby
worked hard at putting the wanted abilities
into the smaller package. This vessel is used
for DGPS checking of mooring posit ions,
lay ing  buoyed bar r ie rs  fo r  sw imming areas ,
dive tendering, compliance checking, and
occasional towing of grounded boats.

There needed to be space for carrying a
lot of gear, easy access all round the boat
and provision for towlng, and the level of
s u n  a n d  s p r a y  p r o t e c t i o n  h a d  t o  b e
significantly higher than that given by the
retiring boat's centre console layout.

K i r b y  c h o s e  a  l a y o u t  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e
bowrider leisure boat style. There is a full
beam midsh ips  conso le  and w indscreen
with a lift out centre section to giving a 600
mm wide access to the forward cockpit. The
canopy, also full beam, stretches right aft.
The structure supporting it there is carried
on strong points mounted on the transom
t h a t  a l s o  c a r r i e s  a  h i g h  m o u n t e d  b o x
houslng the batteries well clear of the water,
and provides a mounting for the life ring.
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The fo rward  cockp i t  can  be  weather
proofed by a sl ide in tonneau cover. The
gap be tween w indscreen and canopy is
sealed with Kirby's trademark slide in clear
s c r e e n s ,  f o r w a r d  r a k e d  t o  d e t e r  s p r a y
leaking through.

The ideal container for the buoyed lines
is a model of simplicity: a domestic wheelie
bin. This sits in the forward cockpit ieaving
ample working room around it. The need
for a lot of general storage is taken care of
by lockers within the port and starboard
sub consoles, reached from forward, and
more lockers under the two bolster seats.

The seats are non-suspension models,
but the after cockpit deck is covered with
the same shock absorbing membrane as the
Iarger Naiads. When standing, this provides
an astonishing ievel of cushioning for the
crews'bodies.

Power  i s  p rov ided by  a  pa i r  o f  37kW
Yamaha four stroke outboards delivering a
top speed of 30 knots. These are mounted
wi th  a  fu l l  sp lash  we l l  ahead o f  them,
giving the ability to reverse in hear,y seas.
They are protected by a collision bar, plus a
bar above them carrying clear tow lines run
from the tow post.

Kirby's standard side boarding and dive
ladder hinges down from a point near the
port side leg of the canopy's gantry. When
n o t  i n  u s e  t h i s  l o o k s  l i k e  p a r t  o f  t h e
gantry's structure, and has to be the neatest
arrangement afloat as well as giving extra
safety by placing the boarding point well
away from the propellers.

T h e  h u 1 1  i s  m a s s i v e l y  s t r o n g ,  w e l l
beyond USL scantl ings and able to take
t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  n u d g e s  a n d  b u m p s  o f
Rottnest 's abundant reefs in i ts str ide. I t  is

foam f i l led, to obviate the requirement
for a l i fe raft ,  with the best foam Kirby
could source: SOLAS approved Microlen.
Al l  the published tests, plus Kirby's own
t e s t s ,  s h o w  t h a t  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  a b s o r b s
absoluteiy nothing.

A l though much o f  the  vesse ls  work
wi l l  be  w i th in  the  she l te r  o f  the  is land
i t s e l f  o r  i t s  r e e f s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  f r e q u e n t
requirement to work in total ly exposed
condit ions, including the massive swell
o f ten  met  a t  the  is land 's  west  end.  The
N a i a d ,  w i t h  i t s  u n r i v a l i e d  o f f s h o r e
p e d i g r e e ,  i s  f i n d i n g  i t s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y
suited to i ts mixed tasks.

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n a c t :
Kirby Marine, Western Australia.
PH: (08) 9410 2270, FX: (08) 9470 2280,
Email: office@kirbymarine.com,
Web: wn w.kirbymarine.com

Type of vessel:

In suruey to:

Home port:

Bu i lder :

Owner:

Length overall:

Beam:

Hull construction
material:

Ma in  eng ines :

G P 5 :

Rad io :

Fuel capacity:

RIB patrol boat

DPI Western Australia

Fremantle, Western Australia

K i rby  Mar ine

Rottnest lsland Board

5.8  met res

2 .5  met res

A lumin ium/  RIB

2 x  37kW Yamaha
4 stroke outboards

Raymar ine  C80 DCPS

Yl,S 27mll

2oo l i t res  A


