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The Western Australian Government users
of small patrol boats are abandoning their
t rad i t iona l  p la te  a lumin ium cons t r i c t ion
and enthusiastically adopting RIBs.

So also are the sea rescue groups, and for
t h e  s a m e  r e a s o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e v  a r e
sometimes expressecl differentfu .

F s s e n t i a l l v  t h e  r e a s o n s  b o i l  d o w n  t o
two:  comfor t  o f  the  opera tors  on  long
p a t r o l \  o r  r e s c u e s ,  a n d  t h e  d u t y  o f  c a r e  o f
t h e  e m p l o ) e r s  l h a t  r e q u i r e s  t h e m  t o
p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  p l a c e  o f  w o r k .  A n d  t h e  t w o
r e a s o n s  a r e  r e a l l , v  t h e  s a m e :  g i v e  t h e
e r n p l o y e e :  o r  r  o l u n t e e r s  t h e  i n c e n t i r . e  t o
turn up for work each day, confident that
t h e y  w i l l  g o  h o m e  l n  m u c h  t h e  s a m e
condit ion as they started work.

There is a third, though less important,
reason -  inc reased hours  in  a  dav ,  o r  davs
i n  a  n e e k  t h a t  s e a - g o i n g  m a y ' b e  s a f e i y
carned out.

Kirby Marine, working in a competitive
t e n d e r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  h a s  b e c o m e ' a l m o s t
t h e  m o n o p o l v  s u p p l i e r  o f  t h e s e  R I B s ,
o i t e r i n g  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  l e n g t h s  a n d
de la i led  de i i snr  o f  Na iads .

The la tes l  i s  an  8 .5  met re  mode l  fo r
t h e  W a t e r  P o l i c e ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  p o l i c e
f l e e t  o f  a n o t h e f  B . S  a n c l  a  I 0 - m e t r e
v e s s e l .  T h e  h u l l  r e m a i n s  t h e  s t a n d a r d
8.5 ,  bu t  de ta i led  work  has  been car r ied
o u t  a b o v e  t h e  d e c k  i n  t h e  l i s h t  o f
o p e r a t i o n a  I  e x p e r i e n c e .

These detai ls include sett inc the stem
f i t t i n g  f u r t h e r  b a c k  t o  r . e d u c c  c l a m a q . e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  w l r e r r  b o a r d i n g  b o r , r ' - t o ,  a n d
armouring the exposed edges of glass for
related reasons. In boarding exercises with
a  f e r r y ,  t h e  e a l l i e r  \ a i a d  m a d e  c o n t a c t
be tween a  w indow top  and the  fe r ry ,s
r u b b i n g  s t r a k e ,  r e \ u l t i n g  i n  b r o k e n  g l a s i .
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Based in Fremantle, the 8.5 wil l  spend
much of her patrol l ing t ime at Mandurah
to the south. With a towing weight that
standard four-r.r'heel drive vehicle Can cope
wi th ,  there  is  a  cho ice  be tween mak ing
t h e  t r i p  b y  l a n d  o r  s e a .  T h e r e  w i l l  b 6
a lmost  no  occas ions  r ,vhen the  sea t r ip
w o u l d  b e  r u l e d  o u t . ' f h e  h u l l  h a s
a s t o n i s h i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  m a t e r i a l
reinforcing i ts 23-degree deadrise bottom,
and-  th is  hu l l  has  proved i t s  so f t  r id ing
quali t ies over manv thousands of rni les.

Protectlng a complex suite of electronics
and the crew from the elements, the large
wheelhouse has become close to standaid
design for government patrol craft.  Kirby
has also delivered assault-style Nalads with
t r a d i t i o n a l  r n o t o r c v c l e  s e a t s  a n d  o p e n
structure, but for dav-in, dav-out presence
on the water, users put their hands up for
maxlmum protection.

fhe electronics include the usual plotter
and sounder, the usual - for police work -
radar  ( these a l l  shar ing  a  s ing le  screen,
duplicated for both seating posit ions) and
t h e  e x p e c t e d  b a n k  o f  f i v e  r a d i o s .
Conpr.rting power is also high, and linked
with the Government information system
on certificates of competency and surveys,
boat ancl vehicle registrat ions, and vehi i le
and boat driver cert i f icat ion.

Powered bv  tw in  168kW Suzuk i  four -
stroke outboards, top speed is in excess of 45
knots, and cruising a nominal 30. At that
speed range from the 5,10 litre tanks is 275
nautical miles with a small safetv margin.

For further information contact:
Kirbv Marine, Western Australia.
PH: (08) 9110 2270, FX: (08) 9170 2280,
Email: office@ kirbymarine.com,
Web: www.kirbymarine.com
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Vesse l  type :  Po l i ce  pa t ro l  R IB

Class :  2C USL

Owner: Western Australian
Police 5ervice

Operator: W.A. Water police

Des igner :  Na iad  Des ign ,  New Zea land

CAD software: Maxsurf

Bu i lder :

Construction material:

Length overall:

Length waterline:

Beam:

Draught :

D isp lacement :

Pro pu I sio n:

Max imum speed:

Cru is ing  sped:

Range:

E lec t ron ic  supp l ie r :

Radar:

5  ou  nde r :

Rad io :

Compass:

cPs:
Pa i  n ts :

Windows:

Seat ing :

safety equipment: Kontiki

Fuel capacity: 540 litres

K i rby  Mar ine ,
Western Australia

A l u m i n i u m

8.5  met res

6.8 metres

3 .0  met res

0 .45  met res

3 .5  tonnes

2 x 1 68kW Suzuki outboard

45 knots

30 knots

275 naut ica l  m i les

AMI  Sa les

Raymarine

Raymar ine

lcom CMZ

Plas t imo

Raymar ine

I  n te rna t iona l

Beta  Mar ine
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